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NASHUA – Dissatisfied with the lack of attention given to the arts in 
traditional public schools, Karin Cevasco and Rebecca Fredrickson 
came up with a solution: create their own school. 

The Gate City Charter School for the Arts is the brainchild of the two 
Nashua parents, who have spent the better part of this year laying the 
groundwork for a charter school application to be submitted to the 
New Hampshire Department of Education in January, with an 
anticipated opening in September 2013. 

The school would not just be an option for their own children, but 
would be a school of choice for all parents in the Nashua area who 
want to send their children to a school that would integrate arts into 
the instruction of the core academic subjects.  

Cevasco said public schools traditionally have art class only once a 
week and that it’s separate from the general curriculum. Their plan is 
to create a charter school at which arts is the common thread, 
connecting subjects such as math, reading and science. 

“Arts integration meets the needs of children who learn in different 
ways,” Cevasco said.  

One example of a lesson at the school would be students raising 
butterflies and recording observations using poetry, painting or 
sculpting. Students also might create and perform a dance about 
metamorphosis. The focus would be on visual arts, performing arts 
and music. 
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“There are so many connections between the arts and subjects like 
math and science,” Fredrickson said while sitting with Cevasco in her 
art studio in a 5 Pine St. Extension building. 

As they talked about the idea for the school, Cevasco’s children – 
Charlie, 5, and Jason, 3 – played in the studio. 

Fredrickson and Cevasco have children who attend preschool at White 
Wing School. They said they were uneasy about where to send their 
children afterward. 

With Cevasco’s background in early childhood education and 
Fredrickson’s connection with the arts community and experience 
working in nonprofit organizations, they started working together on 
the idea for a charter. 

New Hampshire has 10 public charter schools, but several applications 
recently have been approved by the state Board of Education and are 
in the planning stages. Independently run charter schools are open to 
all New Hampshire students, regardless of what city or town it’s in. 

The Nashua School District is also in the early stages of developing a 
plan for a district-sponsored charter school. 

If both are approved, Nashua could open the doors to its first two 
charter schools in 2013. 

Cevasco heard about the state Department of Education being 
awarded an $11.6 million federal grant last year to help start more 
charter schools. If the application is approved, funding from that grant 
could be used to help with start-up costs such as leasing a building. 

Cevasco and Fredrickson spent the summer researching charter school 
laws while building a base of support in the community. They started a 
Facebook page and have been holding planning meetings at 
Fredrickson’s studio. 

Last week, they visited the Seacoast Charter School in Kingston, which 
they said is a model they’re looking to replicate in many ways. The 



school incorporates arts into the curriculum, but Cevasco said she also 
was impressed with the school’s atmosphere and the way students 
were excited about learning. 

In the class they visited, students were learning about Colonial 
America by braiding rugs and dying fabrics. 

“The children were so eager to tell us what they were working on,” 
Cevasco said. “They were so articulate for third-graders. They were 
just really engaged.” 

Cevasco and Fredrickson plan to submit an application to the 
Department of Education in January. In the meantime, they have to 
work on developing a funding plan. 

Charter schools in New Hampshire receive $5,450 per student from 
the state, and many rely on private donations to make up the 
difference in cost for providing an education. Fredrickson hopes to 
build a partnership with other organizations in the city that advocate 
for the arts. 

Before submitting the application, they’ll also work on curriculum 
development and a vision for the culture of the school. They’ve 
reached out to Lesley University in Cambridge, Mass., as a possible 
source for young teachers. The university has a program in creative 
arts and learning. 

Fredrickson said she has found there are still many misconceptions 
about charter schools. People often will ask her how much the tuition 
would be, to which Fredrickson explains that charter schools are 
public schools and there is no tuition. 

“People don’t really have an understanding of what charter schools 
are,” Fredrickson said. 

The school would be kindergarten through eighth grade, but Cevasco 
said including kindergarten depends on funding from the state. 



The school would start with an enrollment of about 100 students, then 
grow from there. 

Based on the high level of interest they’ve heard from parents, getting 
enough students shouldn’t be a problem. Per state law, if more 
students apply than there are spaces for, a lottery would be held to 
decide who gets in. 

Although a location hasn’t been picked, the hope is to keep the school 
in Nashua. 

“Nashua is the right community for an arts-focused school because the 
city has a very strong arts community,” Cevasco said. 

Michael Brindley can be reached at 594-6426 or 
mbrindley@nashuatelegraph.com. Also, follow Brindley on Twitter 
(@Telegraph_MikeB). 

 


